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If a creditor gets a county court judgment (CCJ) against you in
the County Court, you may want to ask the court for help. For
example, you can ask the court to:
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Information:
rules for help with fees

let you pay by instalments, or reduce the instalments you
have been asked to pay;
stop enforcement action, for example suspend a bailiff’s
warrant; or

For more information see www.gov.uk/court
feeswhattheyare. Alternatively, contact us
for advice.

set aside a judgment that shouldn’t have been made.
The court fees you can be asked to pay vary, depending on what you are asking the court to do. We have other fact
sheets that explain about which court forms to use. This fact sheet tells you whether you can get help with the cost of
court fees. These rules apply in the County Court and the High Court.
Use this fact sheet to:
find out how the court decides if you can get help with court fees;
understand the disposable capital test; and
understand the gross monthly income test.

Will I have to pay a fee?
When you apply for help to pay a court fee, the court will use two tests to decide your application. These are the
‘disposable capital test’ and the ‘gross monthly income test’.

Disposable capital test
The court will look at how much disposable capital you have. Disposable capital includes savings, stocks and shares,
redundancy payments and the ‘value’ in second homes. ‘Value’ means the money you would have left if you sold the
second home after any mortgages, secured loans and an allowance for sale expenses have been taken off. The value in
your own home will not be counted.
If you are aged under 61 :
For court fees of £1,000 or less, if you have less than £3,000 disposable capital, you will pass the disposable capital
test.
For court fees of more than £1,000, the rules about disposable capital are different. Contact us for advice.

My Money Steps is our free, independent and confidential online debt advice service. My Money Steps will help you work
out a budget and give you a personalised action plan setting out practical steps to deal with your debts.
www.mymoneysteps.org
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If you are aged 61 or over:
If you have less than £16,000 disposable capital, you will pass the disposable capital test.
If you do not pass the disposable capital test, you will have to pay the court fee in full.

Gross monthly income test
If you pass the disposable capital test, the court will look at your monthly income before any deductions. The court will
then decide how much of the court fee you should pay.
If you receive certain benefits, you will not have to pay anything towards the fee.
If you do not receive benefits but are on a low income, you may not have to pay the fee. Alternatively, you may only
have to pay part of it.
Under the gross monthly income test, you have to provide proof of your income. This can include bank statements, wage
slips and letters confirming that you get certain benefits.

Can I appeal?
If the court refuses your application, you can appeal. Do this in writing within the time limit the court sets when they write
to tell you they have refused your application. This will usually be 14 days from when you receive the letter.

Check online
You can apply for help with court fees online, see www.gov.uk/helpwithcourtfees.
The Help with Fees service can contact the Department for Work and Pensions directly to confirm if you are getting a
suitable qualifying benefit. You will be given a reference number, and may need to add this to court forms whilst you are
waiting for a decision.
You may still be asked to supply paperwork; for example, bank statements or payslips, so make sure you keep this
information safe.
The Help with Fees service will contact you to let you know if your application has been succesful or not.

National Debtline endeavour to keep our fact sheets as up-to-date as possible, however, we cannot be held responsible for changes
in legislation or for developments in case law since this edition of the fact sheet was issued.
National Debtline is part of the Money Advice Trust. Monday Advice Trust Registered Charity Number 1099506. A company limited
by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales (Number 4741583). Registered office 21 Garlick Hill, London, WC4V 2AU. ©
Copyright National Debtline 2001.
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